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With drive and passion, four people started Atkinson Bolton Consulting (ABC) in January 2001 with no 
clients. Just five years after starting out, the fabulous four had grown to a terrific twenty with a client list to 
be proud of. 

The launch of a fund, Thoroughbred Core Alpha, came in 2009, further cementing what many were 
beginning to realise – this was a serious business. Clients have seen great performance of asset values, had 
their hands held during the credit crisis, celebrated births and marriages and been steered through the very 
toughest of circumstances, always with a willing hand (or many).

Finally, with the move from ABC to Mattioli Woods, everything changed, yet nothing changed – the ethos, 
culture and general good ‘feel’ of Cheveley House, its staff and visitors remain and we all hope to continue 
for many years to come.

Newmarket

At a time in the eighties when music was ‘new wave’ and so was the hair, Scott Boyd left the Life Association 
of Scotland (now part of Phoenix) to join forces with Finbarr Coughlan to form Boyd Coughlan Ltd, an 
independent company providing financial advice. They operated from a Georgian town house in West 
Street, Buckingham. 

By 2007 Boyd Coughlan had outgrown their Hunter Street premises and relocated to their current home in 
Celtic Court.

Eight years later, by 2015, Boyd Coughlan had grown out of all recognition and became a subsidiary of 
Mattioli Woods, bringing to the nationwide group a staff of 30 and an annual turnover of more than £2.5m.

Buckingham

In 1979, Nigel Taylor and John Patterson met in a café on St Ann’s Square in Manchester to discuss setting 
up a business specialising in pensions. An hour after scribbling on napkins, Taylor Patterson was born. The 
business initially began trading above a shop in Kirkham.

In 1990, Taylor Patterson moved to larger premises and its current location in the business area of Winckley 
Square, Preston.

What started off as a small practice managing small self-administered pension schemes is now one of the 
most reputable financial services groups in the North. Taylor Patterson has gone from strength to strength 
and the next chapter of their journey saw them join the Mattioli Woods plc group in 2015.

Preston – Taylor  Patterson

Back in 1989 Martin Cadman established MC Trustees as a dedicated pension trustee and administrator and 
in 1995 employed three members of staff in order to make the switch to specialising in SIPP administration 
offering a bespoke service tailored to client needs. 

Having now grown to 26 members of staff and outgrown three offices, the culture today remains the same 
as when we first started, offering a bespoke service tailored to individual clients.

MC Trustees is now looking forward to the next 25 years working as part of a larger organisation and the 
opportunities and excitement that brings.

Solihull  –  MC Trustees
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We are proud of everything we have 

achieved together and are incredibly 

grateful to have you all with us for the next 

chapter in the Mattioli Woods story.

Ian Mattioli Bob Woods

Mattioli Woods was founded by Ian Mattioli and Bob Woods 25 years ago in a garage in Leicester, with 
the aim to provide a pension troubleshooting and advisory service for owner-managers, senior executives, 
professionals and small-to-medium sized plcs. The company has now grown into an award-winning financial 
services group, with over 500 people, all of whom play an incredible part in the success of the business.  

It is often commented that what sets us apart from our competitors is the way we work in understanding 
our clients, who remain at the very heart of what we do. It is great to be part of a winning team – we are 
very proud to be leading a group that is trusted by its clients, its shareholders and employees alike and 
creating a new-style 21st century financial services business that is truly different from the rest.

Our 25th year has been a year for celebration. There have been award wins, we became a major sponsor of 
one of the UK’s leading rugby teams, the Leicester Tigers, and there is a new ultra-modern office in the heart 
of Leicester on the horizon.  This is just the start of the Mattioli Woods story….

Leicester

Mattioli Woods’ property initiative began in 2002 when 13 clients joined together, by way of a syndicate, to 
purchase a high street retail unit let to WHSmith in Hinckley, Leicestershire investing some £100,000 each. 

In 2009, Richard Shepherd-Cross, the first Chartered Surveyor to join Mattioli Woods, was appointed to 
lead the syndicated property business, and in 2011 he established what is now known as Custodian Capital 
Limited (‘CCL’). 

In March 2014, came the successful launch of Custodian REIT. With the exception of a handful of 
syndicates, £95m of property transferred across to the new closed-ended fund, raising a further £55m via the 
initial public offering (‘IPO’). In the summer of 2016 the market cap smashed through the £300m mark, a 
considerable achievement, placing it as one of the top-five largest funds in the peer group.

The CCL team of 12 currently manages 116 properties and 230 tenancies, with a total property value now 
approaching £350m. The WHSmith unit in Hinckley still remains under the management of CCL 14 years 
later, albeit in a very different structure. The DNA of the business still remains the same as it looks to 
achieve attractive returns from long-term secure income for pension schemes and other long-term investors.

Leicester  –  Custodian Capital  Ltd

City Trustees was acquired in 2010 from the Lighthouse Group. In May 2012, the administration was 
relocated to Leicester with only eight staff, six of whom are still with us.  The move has transformed the 
business completely and there are currently 41 people in the section. 

With a strong leadership and development potential for staff, we have seen unprecedented growth.  The 
acquisitions, coupled with the introduction of the hugely successful Mattioli Woods Personal Pension, bring 
the total number of schemes to over 3,300.

Today, the section is increasingly integrated into the MW business, and was formally hived up in October 
2014.  The strength of interaction across all of the offices is testament to the types of businesses acquired 
and the collective vision of the people employed within them.  There is an enormous amount of pride felt 
for the business that was created in such humble surroundings.

Leicester  –  City Trustees

The acquisition of City Trustees in August 2010 brought the business its first London location for the Group.  
The acquisition of Kudos the following year and the relocation of staff under one roof created the perfect 
opportunity to expand our range of services in the capital.  

Our London office has proven itself as an important strategic location for the business.  There is a real blend 
of staff covering key areas of the business including business development, employee benefits and wealth 
management.  Colleagues from throughout the country also have a base when visiting the capital.

London

Around a month before the formation of Mattioli Woods itself, Kudos Financial Services was born in June 
1991 in Aberdeen. We soon outgrew our original Queen’s Road offices and in 2000 we bought and renovated 
premises in Queen’s Terrace which we still operate from today as Mattioli Woods.  

During 2000, the firm grew to one of the most respected financial services advisory firms in Scotland, with 
further office openings in Glasgow and London. The main driver to our growth during this period was our 
people, and we have 14 employees celebrating more than 10 years’ service with us in 2016.

We are very proud of both the team and individual support of charity events, which have seen marathons 
run, cakes made, fancy dress and people getting very muddy!  August 2011 signalled a new era for the firm 
when we joined Mattioli Woods, a group with ambitions that matched our own.

Scotland


