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Did you know trace chemicals found in everyday environments may be acting as catalysts in so many worrying 
health trends?

In 2018 the University of Leicester, with the financial support of Philanthropist Bob Woods MBE, established a Research 
Centre for Environmental Health and Sustainability, designed to shape the global understanding of this crisis and 
bring about change.

Mattioli Woods invites you to a morning of networking and thought-provoking presentations, personal stories, case 
studies and research developments. We will share our approach to responsible investing and the opportunities this 
presents within financial markets.

This unique event will bring together the minds of academia, medicine, philanthropy and business to better understand 
what trace pollutants are and what the response as leaders in our respective fields could be. This is an opportunity 
for Leicester to proudly shape, not only the health of future generations, but for us all to become citizens of change 
in our thinking, actions and investment choices.

An eclectic event not to be missed.

OVERVIEW





AGENDA
PART 1

09.00 - Reception and networking

PART 2

09.30 - Introduction from Vice-Chancellor, Professor Nishan Canagarajah
09.35 - Welcome from Bob Woods and his personal story with environmental toxins
09.50 - Professor Anna Hansall - How the Centre began
10.00 - Professor Anna Hansall interviewed by Professor Turi King on the Centre’s critical research 
10.20 - PhD student Thiphanie Riveron - Focus of research outputs
10.35 - ‘Join Us’ – Director of Development and Alumni Relations, Steve Corbett
10.45 - Q&A from the floor with Bob Woods and Steve Corbett
11.15 - Tea/coffee break 

PART 3

11.30 - Dr Jean Monro, the medical evidence
11.45 - Cheryl Hall, Global perspective
12.00 - Simon Gibson, Chief Investment Officer, Mattioli Woods – Sustainable investment
12.15 - Bob Woods and Professor Nishan Canagarajah co-host summary and Q&A
12.45 - Concluding remarks from Bob Woods and Professor Nishan Canagarajah
13.00 - Lunch – Buffet and networking to close



SPEAKERS

Nishan was born and educated in Sri Lanka, before moving to the UK where he received his BA (Hons) and PhD 
degrees from the University of Cambridge in 1989 and 1993.

He joined the University of Bristol as a research assistant in 1993 and worked in a number of academic roles, serving as 
the Faculty of Engineering Research Director, Head of Department of Computer Science, Head of Merchant Venturers 
School of Engineering and Dean of the Faculty of Engineering.  He became Pro Vice-Chancellor for Research and 
Enterprise in August 2014. 

Nishan assumed the role of President and Vice-Chancellor of the University of Leicester on 4 November 2019. As 
President and Vice-Chancellor, he works with colleagues to build on the university’s world-class reputation in research 
and teaching to make a positive change in the world. He is responsible for all university activities and leads the 
direction for overall business and academic strategies. Nishan delivered his inaugural address as President and Vice-
Chancellor at the University of Leicester in January 2020. During his address he announced the development of the 
Leicester Institute for Inclusion in Higher Education and pledged that the university would achieve a net zero carbon 
emission target by 2040.

Professor Nishan Canagarajah 

President and Vice-Chancellor, University of Leicester



SPEAKERS

When Bob co-founded Mattioli Woods in 1991 with Ian Mattioli, he already had over 15 years’ experience in pension 
consultancy and wealth management. In 2005 the company listed on AIM, and he became the Group’s Executive 
Chairman and subsequently Chair of the Group’s Investment Committee. 

Although Bob stepped down as Executive Chairman at the Group’s AGM on 25 October 2016, he still continues to 
provide strategic input in a full-time, executive role while continuing to advise many long-standing clients. 

As well as his involvement in the development of Mattioli Woods’ strategy and investment ethos, Bob was proud and 
privileged to have won the London Stock Exchange AIM Entrepreneur of the Year award jointly with Ian Mattioli in 
2006. He was also awarded a Lifetime Achievement Award co-sponsored by the Leicester Mercury and the University 
of Leicester. Bob and Ian were greatly honoured with an MBE in the 2017 New Year’s honours lists and were each 
awarded an Honorary Degree (Doctor of Laws) by the University of Leicester.

Outside Mattioli Woods Bob enjoys spending time with family, keeping fit and reading. Stepping off the board has 
also enabled him to provide voluntary business mentoring to young entrepreneurs and continue supporting the 
University of Leicester’s Centre for Environmental Health and Sustainability.

Bob Woods MBE

Founder and Senior Adviser, Mattioli Woods



SPEAKERS

Anna Hansell is a Professor in Environmental Epidemiology and Director of the Centre for Environmental Health and 
Sustainability. She has a long-standing research interest in environmental impacts on human health and the health of 
the environment, with special expertise in health impacts of air pollution on respiratory disease and in environmental 
noise and health. Following an initial career in respiratory medicine, Anna now specialises in public health. Her PhD 
investigated environmental factors affecting chronic obstructive pulmonary disease (COPD) mortality. 

Recently, she has conducted some of the longest running and largest studies looking at air pollution and health. Anna 
is also one of a small number of UK epidemiologists investigating the long-term health effects of transport noise.
Anna holds an honorary consultant post with the UK Health Security Agency as well as with the University Hospitals of 
Leicester NHS Trust. She is the Director of the National Institute of Health Research (NIHR) Health Protection Research 
Unit (HPRU) in Environmental Exposures and Health at the University of Leicester and also works with the UK Health 
Security Agency and the Health and Safety Executive. Anna is also Chair of the UK Government scientific advisory 
committee, The Committee on the Medical Effects of Air Pollution (COMEAP). The Professorship in Environmental 
Epidemiology at the University of Leicester is generously supported by entrepreneur Bob Woods, MBE.

Professor Anna Hansall 

Director of the Centre for Environmental Health and Sustainability, 
University of Leicester



SPEAKERS

Turi uses genetics in the fields of forensics, history and archaeology, and is perhaps best known for her work, “cracking 
one of the biggest forensic DNA cases in history”, leading the genetic analysis for the identification of King Richard III.
Turi started her career in archaeology, first in Canada and later reading for a degree in Archaeology and Anthropology 
at the University of Cambridge. She went on to study at the world-famous Genetics Department at the University of 
Leicester on scholarships gaining both an MSc and later a PhD in Molecular Genetics. Professor Sir Alec Jeffreys, who 
invented DNA fingerprinting, was one of her PhD advisers. Her work since has combined genetics with history and 
forensics as well as genetic genealogy and she is working on a number of forensic/ancient cold cases including King 
Richard III, Robert the Bruce and others. 

Professor Turi King is the co-presenter of BBC 2/Minnow Films DNA Family Secrets, and is currently filming a forensics/
history documentary series. 

She is an Honorary Fellow of the British Science Association, a Fellow of the Society of Biology, a Fellow of the Society 
of Antiquaries of London, a Member of the Chartered Society of Forensic Sciences and a Member of the International 
Society of Forensic Geneticists.

Professor Turi King 

Professor of Public Engagement and Genetics, University of Leicester

A Professor of Public Engagement and Genetics at the University of 
Leicester, Turi King is a scientist, presenter, speaker and author who is 
passionate about communicating science to the public.



SPEAKERS

After her Masters in Biology at the University of Nantes, Thiphanie undertook a Masters in Epidemiology at the 
University of Bordeaux. She joined the Centre for Environmental Health and Sustainability as a full-time PhD student 
in January 2021. Her research project investigates the relationship between indoor VOC and mould exposures with 
severe asthma. Therefore, her PhD is made up of two parts, one in epidemiology and another in chemistry, where she 
will analyse air samples.

Thiphanie Riveron 

PhD student



SPEAKERS
Steve Corbett 

Director of Development and Alumni Relations, University of Leicester

Steve Corbett joins University of Leicester from the the Royal College of Art (RCA) where he was Deputy Director of 
Development and Alumni Relations. During his tenure there, Steve played a key role in the launch and delivery of 
the College’s £100 million GenerationRCA campaign. Before joining RCA, Steve held senior roles at the University of 
Hertfordshire, where he developed the strategy for an alumni engagement programme and launched multiple new 
initiatives, which were shortlisted for HEIST Awards for two consecutive years.
 
The University of Leicester’s Development and Alumni Relations Office is responsible for building lasting relationships 
with alumni and supporters. It helps to inspire those who wish to give back to the university. In his new role, Steve 
will lead the University’s philanthropic agenda and ensure that the University continues to attract significant levels of 
philanthropic funding. 



SPEAKERS

Internationally recognised in the field of allergy and environmental medicine, Jean Monro is the founder of Breakspear 
Medical. She studied medicine at London Hospital Medical College and worked at several NHS hospitals as well as the 
National Hospital for Neurology and Neurosurgery. In the early 1980s, she opened her own private practice, which 
grew into Breakspear Medical. She is a Fellow of the American Academy of Environmental Medicine and Principal 
Medical Advisor of the Environmental Medicine Foundation.

Focusing on environmental medicine for much of her career, Jean has successfully treated a wide variety of conditions 
such as myalgic encephalomyelitis and chronic fatigue syndrome (ME/CFS), Lyme disease and multiple chemical 
sensitivity (MCS). Jean has also lectured at conferences around the world, supervised hands-on training of university 
and college students specialising in nutrition, and contributed to research papers and articles in a variety of 
magazines. In October 2015, Jean was honoured to receive the Jonathan Forman Award at the American Academy of 
Environmental Medicine (AAEM) Annual Meeting in Fort Myers, Florida, USA. 

Jean Monro retired from the practice of medicine in 2021 after more than 60 years as a doctor. Her continued 
good health and passion for helping people recover from environmental illness led her to register with the General 
Naturopathic Council and the Association of Naturopathic Practitioners. Now she consults patients as a Naturopath.

Dr Jean Monro

Environmental Naturopath 
MBBS, LRCP, MRCS, FAAEM, DIBEM, mANP, mGNC 5761
Breakspear Medical 



SPEAKERS

A versatile and adaptable senior business leader, Cheryl has over 30 years in listed and private equity companies and 
now owns her own consultancy agency – Innovability Associates Ltd – that works with businesses to create and grow 
their sustainability strategies and targets.

Combining incisive analytical skills with excellent interpersonal skills, Cheryl can navigate fast-paced, politically 
complex organisations, helping them to thrive in a constantly changing market.

Cheryl holds a Professional Certificate in Sustainability Leadership from the Cambridge Institute of Sustainability 
Leadership, focusing on value chain sustainability, and is currently a tutor on this course. Passionate about delivering 
positive climate change through leadership development coaching, she is also a certified climate change coach.

As part of her drive for change, Cheryl has worked with many companies in both voluntary and leadership capacities, 
including as a board member of the sustainability committee of a plastics molding company. She is also a member 
of the Royal Society of Arts 2021, the RAEng, the International Coaching Federation and the Institute for Responsible 
Leadership 2020.

Cheryl Hall 

Senior Business Leader and Consultant, Innovability Associates Ltd



SPEAKERS

Simon’s first job was in the financial services profession more than 35 years ago, and in 1998 he set up Thoroughbred 
Financial Services to advise mainly private clients on wealth management. The business merged with Atkinson Bolton 
Consulting in 2004, which was subsequently acquired by Mattioli Woods in 2013. 

Alongside his role as Chief Investment Officer, Simon is part of the senior team for the Group and also Chair of 
the Investment Committee and the Asset Allocation Committee. He regularly speaks at national and international 
events, both within the profession and on behalf of Mattioli Woods. Simon has been leading our Investment Briefing 
webinars since we started them in April 2020. As well as being a non-executive director at Amati Global Investors, 
Simon is a volunteer/Trustee with other financial services entities.

Outside of work Simon is a proud dad to three children. He is a Champion for Alzheimer’s Research UK and Trustee 
of a local social enterprise that trains and supports adults with learning difficulties. Simon is also a published author 
and passionate sports fan; this includes playing cricket and racehorse ownership.

Simon Gibson

Chief Investment Officer, Mattioli Woods



WHERE TO FIND US

To reserve your place, please email events@mattioliwoods.com 
including the names of all guests and any special dietary requirements.

1 New Walk Place
Leicester, LE1 6RU

Tel: 0116 240 8700
Fax: 0116 240 8701

www.mattioliwoods.com



Our best-selling 
product is your 
peace of mind.
Wealth Management | Employee Benefits | Financial Planning

Contact us for an initial
no-obligation meeting to see 

how Mattioli Woods
can help you.

Get in touch!

0116 240 8700
info@mattioliwoods.com

Mattioli Woods is authorised and regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority.


